ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION (IRELAND). 



THE ANNUAL REPORT 



Of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, for the Year ending 
the 1st day of August 1849. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE WILLIAM FREDERICK, 

EARL OF CLARENDON, 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND, 
&c. &c. 8tc. 



W E, the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, whose hands and cor- 
porate seal are hereunto annexed, beg leave to report to your Ex- 
cellency the proceedings of the Commissioners for the year ending the 1st 
of August instant, pursuant to the provisions of the Act 3 & 4 Will. 4,°c. 37. 

Of the Churches which were in progress of rebuilding last year, six have been 
completed, and are now open for the celebration of Divine Worship, whereby 
Church accommodation has been afforded for 1,51 6 persons j namelv, the Church 
of h inner, otherwise Bundoran, in the Diocese ofClogher, capable of accommo- 
45 J- perSOnS ; KiUer y> in the Diocese of Ardagh, for the accommodation 
of 150 ; Kmmtty, in the Diocese of Killaloe, for 390 ; Ballinderrv, in the Diocese 
of Armagh, for 320 ; Ballywalter, in the Diocese of Down, for 140 ; and Kilcully, 
m the Diocese of Cork, for the accommodation of 80 persons. 

In the erection of Finner Church, the Commissioners have been aided by 
subscriptions to the amount of 35 71. 8s. j in that of Ballinderry to the amount 
of 150 /. ; and in that of Kilcully to the amount of 110/., the residue of the sum 
requisite for the rebuilding of Kilcully Church having been supplied from the 
proceeds of that parish, which had been set apart for the purpose, under the 
Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37 ; and the provision made for a licensed Curate, at 50/. per 
annum, to discharge the spiritual duties, is continued during the suspension. 
The Churches of Killery and Kinnitty have been erected without the aid of sub- 
scriptions ; but that of Ballywalter has been rebuilt by the parishioners, at a cost 
of 1,043/. 4s. 5 d., of which sum 200/. only was supplied by the Board. 

The necessary funds have been provided for the completion of the Churches of 
Ballymodan, Ballymoney and St. Nicholas, in the Diocese of Cork, and of Ra- 
moan, in the Diocese of Connor, which Churches, it is expected, will be ready for 
the celebration of Divine Service within a few months. The very liberal contri- 
butions received from the parishioners of Ballymodan, Ballymoney, St. Nicholas 
and Ramoan, to the amount of 4,369/., evince the desire on the part of the 
Protestant congregations to aid according to their ability in responding to the 
increasing demand for Church accommodation throughout the country. 

To the rebuilding of Churches the sum of 3,973/. 16s. Id. has been appro- 
priated, and rebuilding contracts of this and former years have been discharged, 
to the amount of 11,126/. 12s. 8 d. The Church of Ballymascanlan, in the 
239 . a Diocese 
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Diocese of Armagh, has been enlarged by the parishioners at their own expense, 
under the superintendence of the Architect of the Board. In addition to the sum 
of 1,000 1., previously expended by the parishioners of Cove, in the Diocese of 
Cloyne, in the enlargement of their Church, a further sum of 24-0/. became 
requisite to complete the enlargement, of which one-half was defrayed by sub- 
scriptions, and the remainder by the Commissioners, and the Church of Castle- 
towndeloin in the Diocese of Meath, has been enlarged, at a cost of 3004, the 
expense of which was borne equally by the Board and the parishioners. 

To the repairs of Churches, including the external painting of those in the 
Northern District, the sum of 11,792/. 9 s. Icl. has been appropriated within 
the year. The total expenditure, however, on repairs, ordinary and extraordi- 
nary, within the year, has amounted, as will appear by the Account hereunto 
annexed, to the sum of 13,913/. 13s. \0d., including the payment of outstand- 
ing engagements of the preceding year. 

With respect, liow T ever, to the repairs of Churches, the Commissioners feel 
themselves constrained to observe, that their Funds have only enabled them to 
provide at present for the repairs absolutely necessary to preserve the buildings 
from the effects of the weather, postponing not only extensive repairs, very 
necessary, but the rebuilding and enlargement of several Churches, for which 
pressing applications have been received, until the funds of the Board will admit 
of their being undertaken. Many Parish Churches are now actually closed, and 
others, although in use, are reported to be in a dangerous state ; and the Com- 
missioners are informed that numerous applications have been withheld by the 
Clergy and other parties in respect as well to rebuildings, enlargements and 
general repairs of Churches, as for assistance towards the erection of additional 
Churches, from the knowledge of the insufficiency of the Funds of the Com- 
missioners to provide for works of this nature. 

On the dissolution of the late Episcopal Union of Ballincholla, in the Diocese 
of Tuam, the approval of your Excellency and the Privy Council was obtained 
to a change of site of the" Parish Church of Ross, which formed part of that 
Union, Service having been previously performed in a licensed place of Worship, 
and a Church has been since erected on the new Site in said parish, by means of 
private munificence, at a cost of 1 ,000 L 

The Churches of Muckamore, in the Diocese of Connor, and Aughavilly, in 
the Diocese of Armagh, have been erected solely by private subscription ; the 
former at a cost of 1,600/. for 240 persons, and the latter at a cost of 650/. for 
the accommodation of 256 persons. 

The difficulties which heretofore existed in respect to the rebuilding of the 
Churches of Croagh, in the Diocese of Limerick, and of Drumcannon, in the 
Diocese of Waterford, having been surmounted, a Church, for the accommoda- 
tion of 156 persons, is now in progress of erection, at a cost of 696/., on a new 
site in Croagh Parish ; and the Funds bequeathed by the Will of the late 
Bishop Gore, for the repair and restoration of ruined Churches in the Dioceses 
of Waterford and Lismore, and now vested in the Commissioners, as Trustees 
for that purpose, under an Order of the Court of Chancery, have furnished the 
means of rebuilding the Church of Drumcannon Parish, in the Town of Tra- 
mofe, for the accommodation of 510 persons, at a cost of 3,061 /. 145.: in addition 
to which, the parishioners have subscribed the sum of 200/. towards the erection 
of a spire, which is in progress of erection, under the superintendence and 
direction of the Commissioners. 

By the half-yearly Returns of Promotions, it appears that 76 Benefices have 
become vacant within the year,- consisting of nine Dignities, including the 
united Bishopricks of Down, Connor and Dromore, and the united Bishopricks 
of Limerick, Ardfert and Aghadoe, 10 Prebends and 57 Parochial Benefices. 
Of these spiritual promotions, 55 are not liable to tax, and the remainder of 
them, though apparently liable, will be considerably reduced in number by the 
allowances to be made for Poor’s Rate and County Cess, under the provisions 
of the Act 1 1 & 12 Viet., c. 80, which will have the effect of diminishing the 
income of the Board derivable from this source. 

With 
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With respect to the Dignities and Prebends having cure of souls, which 
have become vacant since the 1st August last, due notice has been given to the 
Clerks of the Council, for the information of your Excellency and the Privy 
Council, and orders have been made, disappropriating from the Bishoprick of 
Connor the Rectory of Magheragal, and annexing same to the Vicarage of that 
name ; and disappropriating the Parish of Kilcluny, with the exception of the 
Townland of Ederrykennedy, from the Prebend of 'Mullaghbrack, belonging to 
the Cathedral Church of Armagh, and erecting same into a separate and distinct 
Benefice, thereby leaving the parish of Mullaghbrack with the To wnland of Ederry- 
kennedy, annexed thereto, as the new corps of Mullaghbrack Prebend; and 
provision is made by said order for the distribution of the building charge of 
4,654/. 85., then subsisting on Mullaghbrack Prebend, by apportioning the sum 
of 1,426/. 8s. 8cZ. to be paid by the Incumbent of the newly erected Benefice of 
Kilcluny, and the residue, amounting to 3,227/. 19$. 4 d., to be borne by the 
Prebendary of Mullaghbrack. 

It appearing that there was not cure of souls in any parish appropriated to 
the Precentorship of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, or the Chancellorship of 
the Cathedral Church of Leighlin, vacant by the promotion of Dr. Wilson to the 
Bishopricks of Cork, Cloyne and lloss, the Commissioners recommended the 
suspension of the appointment of Clerks to these Dignities ; and Orders in Council 
have been made, disappropriating all emoluments from said dignities, and trans- 
ferring them to the Board, with the exception of the lands and tithes in Luske 
parish, belonging to said Precentorship, which have been thereby united, and 
annexed to the Vicarage of Luske. 

The Orders in Council for the suspension of the appointments of Clerks to the 
Deanery of the Cathedral Church of Lismore, the Chancellorship of the Cathedral 
Church of Kildare, and to the third and fourth Canonries of Kildare, have been 
removed, and authority given for the appointment of Clerks to these Dignities 
and Canonries, subject to the severance of the profits and emoluments there- 
from. 

In the case of the sinecure Prebend of Blackrath, of the annual value of 
110Z. 16s. 3d., belonging to the Cathedral Church of St. Canice, Kilkenny, the 
suspension has also been withdrawn, by Order of Council, and authority has been 
given for the appointment of a Clerk, without the severance of its emoluments, 
which Prebend has been united and annexed by the Diocesan to the Benefice of 
St. Mary, in the city of Kilkenny, for the purpose of augmenting the income of 
the Incumbent, who is charged with very onerous duties. 

The Augmentation Salaries heretofore payable out of Primate Boulter’s Fund 
to the Vicarage of Magheragal, in the Diocese of Connor, the Perpetual Cure of 
Kilcluny, in the Diocese of Armagh, and to the Vicarage of Carrick, in the 
Diocese of Lismore, have been discontinued, as the income of these Benefices 
has been increased beyond the amount capable of augmentation, under the terms 
of Primate Boulter’s bequest, by reason of the disappropriations and annexations 
of Magheragal and Kilcluny parishes above mentioned, and by the permanent 
union of Carrick parish with that of Kilmurry, in consequence of which a sum 
of 81/. Is. is now available for the augmentation of Benefices under 100/. a 
year. 

It appearing by the certificates of the respective Ordinaries that Divine 
Service had not been celebrated in the Benefice of New Castle and Kilrenny, the 
former in the Diocese of Lismore, and the latter in that of Kildare, within the 
three years preceding February 1833, the Commissioners have, under the provi- 
sions of 3 & 4 Will. 4, suspended the appointment of Clerks to these Benefices, 
and due provision has been made for the discharge of the occasional duties in the 
respective Benefices, by allocating a small yearly stipend to the Incumbents of the 
adjoining parishes, who have been nominated by the respective Ordinaries for 
that purpose : provision has been made in like manner for the discharge of the 
occasional duties of Killinane parish, disappropriated from the Chancellorship of 
Leighlin. 

The proportion of the building charge payable within the year to the repre- 
sentatives of the late Prebendary of Glanworth, amounting to 261 Z. 10$. 8d., has 
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been duly discharged under the Order of Council disappropriating portions of 
the revenues from this Prebend, and transferring same to the Commissioners, 
subject to the payment of a portion of the building charge. 

At the request of the Town Commissioners of Galway, the advowsons or 
right of presentation to the four benefices into which the Wardenship of Galway 
has been divided, were again offered for sale in the city of Dublin, as the place 
most likely to ensure competition, but without success. 

The Commissioners have been obliged to appoint some local agents in par- 
ticular districts, from the difficulty experienced in collecting rent and rent- 
charges in parts of the South and West of Ireland, through their agency office 
in Dublin. 



Arrears of income to the amount of 1,121/. 10s. 3\d. have been cancelled by 
order of the Hoard; viz. 952/. 17s. 10c/., due by See tenants, who suffered 
themselves to be ejected; 99/. 6s. 8£c/., being a portion of the income of the 
Precentorship of Killala, which was found to be irrecoverable, after the suspen- 
sion was withdrawn ; and 69/. 5 s. 9 c/., being the amount of postponed tax 
remaining due on clerical income, which appears, after strict inquiry, to be 
wholly lost. 

From the Account annexed to the last Report of the Commissioners, it appears 
that the balance standing to the credit of the Perpetuity Purchase Fund 
amounted to 5,388 Z. 19 s. l£c/., owing, no doubt, to the distressed state of the 
times ; the number of applications for purchase has been gradually diminishing, 
and has in the present year only amounted to 13, of which three were from 
sub-tenants: 1,161/. Is. 10c/. has been received from the sale of Perpetuities, 
and 942 2. 19 s. 9 d. from the liquidation of Mortgages. A sum of 5,4502. 4s. 3d. 
has been invested in Government securities to the credit of the Pepetuity Pur- 
chase Fund, and the outstanding balance to the credit of this fund on the 1st of 
August, as per annexed Account, was 1,894/. 17 s. l^d. 

Having regard to the fund provided under the Act 3 & 4 of Her present 
Majesty, c. 101, for the repairs of Trustee Chapels, the Commissioners have 
applied to the Trustees of the Chapels of Hollymount and St. John’s, Hillsbo- 
rough, in the Diocese of Down, of Trinity, in the Town of Belfast, of Mucka- 
more and Whitehouse, in the Diocese of Connor, and of Sixtowns, in the 
Diocese of Derry, to pay over the dividends on these funds as they arise, for the 
repairs of these Churches, which are now under charge of the Board, and have 
also suggested that the funds themselves should be transferred to the Commis- 
sioners for the exclusive purposes for which they were provided : the Trustees of 
Hollymount Chapel have complied with this suggestion, and transferred Govern- 
ment Stock to the amount of 27 /. 19 s. 9 d. to the Board, the yearly interest of 
which is applicable to the repairs of this Chapel. In the cases of Muckamore, 
Trinity, Belfast and Sixtowns Chapels, the Commissioners have every reason to 
expect that their suggestion will be complied with ; and as respects the Chapel of 
St. John’s, Hillsborough, some objection having been raised to the transfer of 
the Repair Fund, the Commissioners directed the Archdeacon of Down to be 
acquainted, for the information of the Trustees, that the Board cannot grant any 
money for the repairs of this Chapel until the Repair Fund should be accounted 
for, and exhausted : no answer has been as yet received from the Trustees of 
Whitehouse Chapel. 



We regret to state, that several cases of outrage, committed on Churches 
during the year, have been brought under the notice of the Board : in many of 
them injury has been done to the fabrics by the destruction of doors and 
windows, and the removal of lead from the roofs ; and in other cases the books, 
and other requisites for celebration of Divine Service, have been stolen, mutilated 
or destroyed, which has caused an expense of 209 1 5 s. 6d.; but we have the 
satisfaction to state, that in some instances the offending parties have been 
prosecuted to conviction by the Sessional Crown Solicitor, by orders of the 
Executive, on the application of the Commissioners. 



Under the provisions of the Church Temporalities Act, the sum of 788 /. 0s. 10<2. 
has been paid to the JSishop of Elphin; 2,008/. 15 s. to Curates in the city 

of 
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of Dublin, in lieu of the maintenance heretofore provided by Vestry or other assess- 
ments; 3,898/. 18$. 3 d. to Vicars-choral and Curates of suspended Benefices; 
187 /. 1 $. 9 d. to Diocesan Schoolmasters ; and 982 l. 3s. 3 d. in augmentation of 
small Benefices, exclusive of 4,151/. 13$. 10o?., payable for augmentation of 
poor Livings, under Primate Boulter’s bequest, and 32,722 /. 0 s. 7 d. has been 
paid for Parish Clerks’ and Sextons’ Salaries, and for the supply of requisites for 
the celebration of Divine Service in the several Churches and Chapels. 

An Account of the Receipts and Disbursements of the Commissioners to the 
1st instant is annexed to this Report, showing the sources from whence the 
Receipts have arisen, and the specific purposes to which they have been applied. 

All which is submitted to your Excellency’s consideration. 

(signed) JOHN G. ARMAGH. 

R D DUBLIN. 

EDWARD MEATH. 

J. T. OSSORY and FERNS. 
HEN. MEREDYTH. 

JOHN C. ERCK. 

W“C. QUIN. 



(signed) Thos. Bushe , Secretary. 

Board-room, 24, Upper Merrion-street, 

August 1849. 




(A true Copy.) 

Thos. Bushe , Secretary. 
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AN ACCOUNT of all their Receipts and Disbursements, for One Year, ending the 1st 
been derived, and showing the Total Amount derived from each Source, 



RECEIPTS : 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


Balance in General Fund on 1st August 1848 ------- 


5,329 6 6 




Ditto in Perpetuity Purchase Fund ditto ------- 


5,388 19 l.J 








10,718 5 7\ 


Received from Waterford and Lismore See estates ------ 


3,613 12 1 




— Killala and Achonry --------- 


3,462 6 7 




— Clonfert and Kilmacduagh -------- 


1,413 9 11 




— Raphoe - -- -- -- -- -- 


5,285 3 9 




— Ossory - -- -- -- -- -- 


3,261 4 10 




— Cork and Ross ---------- 


4,539 7 5 




— Ardagh - -- -- -- -- -- 


2,626 18 1 




— Elphin 


5,162 8 - 




— Dromore - -- -- -- -- -- 


4,482 10 11 




— Kildare and Deanery of Christ Church ------ 


5,481 12 7 








39,338 14 4 2 


— Fifth instalment for timber on Raphoe demesne - 






— Suspended benefices, dignities and disappropriated tithes, & c. - 


. 


12,882 9 4 


— Annual charge on the See of Derry ------ 




4,362 11 9 


— Tax on bishopricks and benefices ------- 




6,687 3 5 


— Glebe-house loan instalments - - - - . - 


- 


4,248 3 - 


— Sales of perpetuities 


- 


1,161 1 10 


— Perpetuity mortgages paid off------- 


- 


942 19 9 


— Interest on Three per Cent. Consols and Three-and-a-Half per Cent. 






Stook - -- -- -- -- -- 




1,677 15 10 


— Ditto on perpetuity mortgages - - - - 




2,514 6 10 


— Monies deposited to defray expenses in ascertaining terms of per- 






petnities ----------- 




6 9 10 


— Sales of perpetuity printed forms ------- 


. 




— Sales of Three per Cent. Consols ------- 


- 


5,002 9 5 


— Contributions from Economy Funds for repairs of churches 




99 9 2 


— Church loan repayment from the parish of Mallow ... 


. 


303 12 10 


— Bequest for Donamon Church repairs - - 






— Interest on Consols from Chapel-of-Ease Repair Fund ... 


- 


- 8 4 


— • Private subscriptions for rebuilding and repairs of churches, &c. 


- 




— Monies granted for church purposes, and returned unapplied - 


- 


47 1 - 




£. 


90,042 17 1J 



PRIMATE BOULTER’S and PRIMATE ROBINSON’S FUNDS. 



Balance in Primate Boulter’s Fund, 1st August 1848 - 

Ditto in Primate Robinson’s - ditto - 
Received on account of Primate Boulter’s Fund, to 31st July 1849 - 
Ditto on account of Primate Robinson’s - - ditto 





£. s. d. 




2,686 12 3 


* 


22 6 10 




4,250 5 - 


- 


22 18 9 


£. 


6,982 2 10 
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day of August 1849 ; distinguishing the specific Sources from which all Monies have 
and the specific Purposes to which the Receipts have been applied. 



DISBURSEMENTS : 



For rebuilding churches - 

- Enlarging ditto 

- Repairs ditto - 

- Extraordinary repairs ditto 



Requisites for celebration of Divine Service granted on yearly Estimates 
Prayer-books and Communion Services 



Payment to Bishop of Kilmore, under 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37 - 
Interest to Bishop of Kilmore on charge on Kilmore See House, under 6 & 7 
Viet. - K ' T 



Stipends to Dublin curates, under 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37 - 
Ditto to vicars-choral and curates of suspended benefices . 

Augmentation payments to incumbents of small benefices, under 3 & 4 Viet., 



— Stipends to diocesan schoolmasters 



Salaries to commissioners, secretary, treasurer and clerks, &c. 

One year’s interest on balance of loan to Board of Public Works - 
Rents, coals, candles, and other incidents ----- 
Receipt stamps - 



— Postage 



Fees for registering perpetuity certificates, &c. - 

Expenses incurred in valuation of lands ------- 

Rents and rent-charges returned to representatives of incumbents and others - 
Rent, taxes, and other expenses connected with mensal lands and suspended 
benefices ---------- 

Quit and Crown rents - -- -- -- - - - 

Advertising proposals for church works, &c. ------ 

Stationery and printing for one year -------- 

Repayment of monies overlodged by local agents, &c. - 

Balance of building charge on Glanworth glebe-house, by order of Council - 

Solicitors for personal services --------- 

Ditto for disbursements and expenses ------- 

Ditto law clerks’ salaries - -- -- -- -- 



Purchase of 6,354/. 6s. 6<Z., 3j per cent, stock from Perpetuity Purchase 
Fund ---- --------- 



Brokerage to stock-broker, ditto 
Enrolling perpetuity certificates 

Balance in general fund on 1 August 1849 
Ditto in Perpetuity Purchase Fund, ditto 



11,126 12 
686 10 
12,952 7 



688 - 10 
2,008 15 - 
3,898 18 3 



4,386 10 7 
1,894 17 lj I 



- PRIMATE BOULTER’S and PRIMATE ROBINSON’S FUNDS. 



£. s. d. 
4,151 13 10 
22 6 10 
2,785 3 5 
22 18 9 



£. 6,982 2 10 



(E. E.) 

(signed) James E. Stopford, ll.d., Treasurer. 



By stipends paid in augmentation of small benefices ------ 

— Purchase of 24/. 14s. 5c/. Three per Cent. Consols from Primate Robinson’s Fund 

- Balance in Primate Boulter’s Fund, 81st July 1849 - - - - - 

Ditto in Primate Robinson’s - - ditto ------- 
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